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Abstract

This study adopts a semiotic approach to analyze one of the iconic photographs by Henri
Cartier-Bresson, focusing on the representation of a child within a documentary yet ideo-
logical context. The analysis is conducted using Edmund Burke Feldman’s four-stage
model-description, analysis, interpretation, and evaluation-and is grounded in Roland
Barthes’ theory of semiotics, which addresses the production of meaning, the natural-
ization of ideology, and the formation of myth within visual texts. The image is treated
as a cultural text that, despite its seemingly neutral and documentary appearance, plays
a role in reproducing dominant discourses and structures of power. The juxtaposition of
visual elements such as ideological posters, the modern woman’s face, and the focused
expression of the child constructs a multilayered system of meaning where individuality
and consciousness are portrayed in confrontation with mechanisms of control. The aim
of this study is to elucidate the critical potential of documentary photography in decod-
ing the relationship between the individual, power, and ideology. The research follows a
descriptive—analytical method, with data collected through library-based resources. The
findings reveal that Cartier-Bresson’s photograph goes beyond merely recording reality,
offering a discursive space for rethinking contemporary socio-cultural dynamics.

Keywords
Roland Barthes, Semiotic Interpretation, Feldman’s Method, Denotation, Connotation,
Ideological Meaning.
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