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Abstract

Recent advances in artificial intelligence have brought about a significant transformation
in the field of photography. This technology has the ability to generate images without the
need for a subject or a camera, challenging the boundaries between reality and virtuality.
Al has now evolved to such an extent that it can create images, videos, music, and text.
However, the emergence and reliance on these powerful and complex systems have
raised critical issues regarding the notions of reality, creation, and ownership (Kachouei,
2020: 1). These developments may even pose existential threats to certain professions,
particularly in the realm of art—and most notably, photography. This transformation has
sparked fundamental questions about realism, the authenticity of images, and the es-
sence of photography itself. Can an image that has never physically existed represent
a visual truth? In the face of algorithmically generated visuals, how are the boundaries
between representation and imagination redefined? This study aims to examine the dual
role of Al in photography—oscillating between realism and simulation—by analyzing its
effects on both the production process and audience perception. Ultimately, through a
library-based research method, the paper explores the necessity of redefining the con-
cept of the “photograph” and the criteria for visual truth in the age of artificial intelligence.

Keywords
Reality, Virtuality, Artificial Intelligence, Photography, Image.
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