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Abstract

Art has undergone fundamental transformations throughout history, with the twentieth
century witnessing significant changes in the definition of art and the artist’s position.
This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library resources,
examines whether technical skill has become inefficient in contemporary art and what
factors have contributed to this transformation. The findings indicate that from the 1970s
onward, contemporary art took a path in which emphasis on idea and concept replaced
traditional manual skill. Lawrence Weiner’s 1968 statement declaring that “the artist may
construct the piece, the piece may be fabricated, the piece need not be built” is consid-
ered a turning point in this regard. The influence of Descartes’ philosophy, emphasizing
the priority of mind over matter, along with the expansion of new technologies, has also
been effective in shaping this approach. The results suggest that although the number of
individuals who call themselves artists has increased, this does not mean the complete
insignificance of skill; rather, the definition of skill has changed and now includes abilities
such as conceptual understanding, effective communication with the audience, and intel-
ligent utilization of modern tools. An informed audience can distinguish between genuine
artists and others through careful analysis of works.

Keywords
Contemporary Art, Technical Skills, Conceptual Art, Position of the Artist, Artistic Trans-
formations.
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