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Abstract

The main issue of this research is the examination of the representation of the crisis of
meaning and nihilism in contemporary cinema, with a focus on the philosophical con-
cepts of Martin Heidegger, especially “Thrownness” and “Being-in-the-world”. The aim
of the study is to analyze how Alfonso Cuardn utilizes Heidegger’s existential theories in
the film Gravity to portray this existential crisis. The primary research question is: How
does Gravity, by using advanced cinematic tools, represent the crisis of meaning and
the nihilism dominating the modern world in an artistic and philosophical form? The hy-
pothesis of the research is that Gravity, through the representation of the “Thrownness”
of human beings into a weightless and lifeless space, artistically emphasizes the con-
cepts of nihilism and existential instability. The research method is descriptive-analytical,
based on the collection of data through documentary sources and the content analysis
of the film. The findings show that Cuarén, by utilizing modern cinematic technologies
and innovative structure, has been able to re-create Heidegger’s philosophical themes,
such as the crisis of meaning, the degradation of values, and contemplation about the
truth of existence, within modern cinema. The analysis of the film demonstrates that,
despite the challenges of the contemporary era, cinema can still serve as a medium for
expressing profound philosophical concepts and inviting existential reflection.
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